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It'saboat; It'sa plane; no,
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Editor’s Note: “Wet Streets’ is aregu-
lar seriesthat explores neighborhoodsand
landmarks along south Florida's water-
front. We welcome your ideas. Please
email suggestions to h2onews@aol.com
or fax (954) 524-9464; or write, Wet
Streets, Waterfront News, 1523 S.
AndrevsAve,, Fort Lauderdale, 33316.

By JEFF HARRELL
Waterfront News Writer

Thetall sun-swept man emerged from
the open door of the hot-dog shaped boat
docked on Fort Lauderdale sMiddle River
just long enough to identify himself.

Dave Drimmer?
“The one and only,” Drimmer says.

The introduction was appropriate.
After all, Drimmer has owned and lived
aboard the“oneand only” floating oddity
since he bought and began refurbishing it
in1981.

What makes Drimmer’s boat, which
is docked just off Sunrise Boulevard be-
hind the La Tavernetta restaurant on
Northeast 20th Avenue, so odd is that it
used to be a Boeing 307 Stratoliner air-
plane.

Andwhat makestheboat, now known
as the Cosmic Muffin, infamous is that it
used to be an airplane owned by the late
billionaire recluse, Howard Hughes.

“When | wasin high school,” recalls
Drimmer, 45, “Howard Hughes was al-
ready an old recluse doing weird things.
When he was young, however, the man
was a pure genius.”
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Hughes was also an accomplished
aviator. In 1938 he set the around-the-
world flight record in a twin-engine
Lockheed 14. The following year, he
bought the Boeing 307 Stratoliner as part
of his purchase of TWA. Hughes attempt
to beat his own flight record in the 307
was cancelled as a result of the breakout
of World War 11 in Europe.

In 1948, Hughes hired industrial de-
sign expert Raymond Loewy to redesign
the plane'sinterior. Additional decor sug-
gestions were given by actress Rita
Hayworth.

After being purchased by Houston oil
millionaire Glenn McCarthy in 1949, the
plane found itsway to Fort Lauderdalein
1962 when McCarthy sold the plane he
had named the “ Shamrock” to Fort Lau-
derdale-based Florida Jet Research.

Two years later, the “ Shamrock” suf-
fered major wing and tail wheel damage
at the vicious winds of Hurricane Cleo.
After logging arelatively minuscule 500
flight hours over 25 years, the plane was
relegated to being an abandoned derelict
of history, itsflight days over.

But the plane'sfloating dayswerejust
beginning, when Fort Lauderdal e Realtor
Ken London purchaseditin 1969. Unable
to get the plane back in the air, London
cut off thewingsand thetail section, trans-
ported the fuselage to alocal marina and
then spent the next four years turning the
once four-engined airliner into his own
unique yacht called the Londonaire

Drimmer bought the long, round
cruising oddity in 1981 to be used as his
home, although very few homesattract the
attention that the airplane-turned-boat gar-
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Dave Drimmer’s Cosmic Muffin,
aBoeing 307 turned houseboat, is
an unexpected presence docked
on the Middle River in Fort
Lauderdale.

ners.

It sure got musician Jimmy Buffet's
attention in 1992. While cruising downthe
Middle River on hissailboat, Buffet, who
besides working asamusician and anov-
elist, isalso alicensed seaplane pilot, saw
the vessel, researched its history, then
wound up incorporating it into his first
novel, “Where Is Joe Merchant?’

Inthebook, the character Desdemona
is contacted by interplanetary aliens be-
fore realizing that the houseboat made
from Howard Hughes' private plane will
be her spaceship to the diens' star sys
tem.

In the book, the plane-boat is called
Cosmic Muffin.

Buffet also wrote a song about the
Cosmic Muffin entitled “Desdemona’s
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It’s true and we show you how to
avoid the loss in our booklet
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